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Article 555  Marinas, Boatyards, and Commercial and 
Noncommercial Docking Facilities 
NFPA 70 – 2017 NEC 
555.1 Scope. This article covers the installation of wiring and equipment in the areas comprising 
fixed or floating piers, wharves, docks, and other areas in marinas, boatyards, boat basins, 
boathouses, yacht clubs, boat condominiums, docking facilities associated with one-family 
dwellings, two-family dwellings, multifamily dwellings, and residential condominiums; any 
multiple docking facility or similar occupancies; and facilities that are used, or intended for use, 
for the purpose of repair, berthing, launching, storage, or fueling of small craft and the moorage 
of floating buildings.  [Note: Underlined text denotes addition or change] 
lnformational Note: See NFPA 303·2011, Fire Protection Standard for Marinas and Boatyards, for additional 
information. 

 

555.3 Ground-Fault Protection. The overcurrent protective devices that supply the marina, 
boatyards, and commercial and noncommercial docking facilities shall have ground-fault 
protection not exceeding 30 mA.  [Note: Underlined text denotes addition or change] 

 

 

 

555.24 Signage. Permanent safety signs shall be installed to give notice of electrical shock 
hazard risks to persons using or swimming near a boat dock or marina and shall comply with all 
of the following: 

 

2014 NEC – 555.3 Ground-Fault Protection. The main overcurrent protective device that feeds the marina 
shall have ground fault protection not exceeding 100 mA. Ground-fault protection of each individual branch or 
feeder circuit shall be permitted as a suitable alternative. 

2014 NEC – 555.1 Scope This article covers the installation of wiring and equipment in the areas comprising 
fixed or floating piers, wharves, docks, and other areas in marinas, boatyards, boat basins, boathouses, yacht 
clubs, boat  condominiums, docking facilities associated with residential condominiums, any multiple docking 
facility, or similar occupancies, and facilities that are used, or intended for use, for the purpose of repair, 
berthing, launching, storage, or fueling of small craft and the moorage of floating buildings. 
Private, noncommercial docking facilities constructed or occupied for the use of the owner or residents of the 
associated single-family dwelling are not covered by this article. 
[Note: The last sentence was added to the 2002 NEC. Prior to that, all such docks were covered by Article 555] 
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(1) The signage shall comply with 110.21(B)(1)  and be of sufficient durability to withstand the 
environment. [see 110.21 below] 

(2) The signs shall be clearly visible from all approaches to a marina or boatyard facility. 
(3) The signs shall state "WARNING — POTENTIAL SHOCK HAZARD — ELECTRICAL 

CURRENTS MAY BE PRESENT IN THE WATER."  [555.24 is a new section added to the 2017 NEC] 

  
 Minimum required wording Typical for use in marinas 

 

The material provided herein, with the exception of notations in brackets and the graphic materials, is the 
copyrighted property of the National Fire Protection Association, One Batterymarch Park, Quincy, 
Massachusetts 02169-7471. 

110.21 Marking.  (B) Field-Applied Hazard Markings. Where caution, warning, or danger signs or labels are 
required by this Code, the labels shall meet the following requirements: 

(1) The marking shall warn of the hazards using effective words, colors, symbols, or any combination thereof. 
Informational Note: ANSI Z535.4-2011, Product Safety Signs and Labels, provides guidelines 
for suitable font sizes, words, colors, symbols, and location requirements for labels. 


